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How good are you in world geography? There is a lot of geography in to-

day’s Isaiah and gospel passages – Zebulun, Capernaum, Naphtal. 500 years 

before Christ the prophet Isaiah described these places as "degraded." 

They were up north and had taken a beating from the Assyrians. After 

things settled down Jewish people lived there, but so did Gentiles. It was a 

region of diluted Jewish practices, sometimes mixed with pagan beliefs. No 

wonder the prophet Isaiah called the land "degraded" and "distressed." 

The pious in Jerusalem in the south would have agreed. The region of dark-

ness and semi-paganism was the place Jesus could be found. That’s where 

he began his ministry: reaching out to the outsiders, a "light in the dark-

ness," among the "degraded and distressed." That was where he first invit-

ed others to follow him. His first followers came from the outskirts, they 

were not the super pious, but everyday, hard-working folk. We might ask 

the disciples: how could you so cavalierly leave family (imagine that conver-

sation!) and business partners, based on a quiet invitation by an itinerant 

preacher. "Come after me." Did you notice that there was no miraculous 

catch of fish in Matthew’s story? Just an invitation. "How and why," we 

want to ask them, "did you respond in that way?" Had they heard him 

preach? Were their hearts touched by his words? Whatever the reason, 

their past was over and done. What about family ties? We don’t know. "How 

impulsive!" we would say – and their family and friends would agree. Those 

first disciples might say, "We actually didn’t decide anything. It was decid-

ed for us; it was decided in us.” What they surely would say, perhaps some 

time after the resurrection was, "It’s called grace and it started with 

God." Listen to what else they might say: "All our lives we had been in con-

trol of our lives, suddenly we weren’t. We did not change, we were 

changed." "By whom?" we ask. And they would respond, "By this man. There 

was no mirage, no lightening, no special miracle. Just an invitation.” Jesus’ 

"call" requires a choice. Not just getting baptized, but putting faith into 

practice. The call started in baptism, but comes anew again and again. To 

answer it means a newness of life, as it did for those first disciples – sev-

ering old ways, leaving those nets, as good as they were, behind. Still more 

is required. Jesus’ call requires severing old ways of thinking and acting; 

putting aside our self-focused values and taking on a gospel way of seeing 

ourselves and our world. It requires us asking ourselves daily “What would 

Jesus do?” in every situation. 

     The Adelaide Hills Catholic Parish  serves the              
communities of  

St Matthew’s Bridgewater, Our Lady of the Rosary Stirling 
East,  St Matthew’s Birdwood, St Joseph’s Lobethal  

and St Catherine’s Catholic School. 

Our parish lives the Gospel through a strong and  

enduring faith.  We strive to be a vibrant  

community that welcomes all, celebrates diversity, 

reaches out to those in need and cares for God’s  

creation. 

ADELAIDE HILLS PARISH 

Parish House 

1 Wembley Avenue (P O Box 718) 

BRIDGEWATER  S A   5155 

Telephone  (08) 8339 1608 

Email: adelaidehillsp@ozemail.com.au 

Website: adelaidehillsparish.com.au 

Facebook: Adelaide Hills Parish 
  

Parish Priest 

Fr Alfred (Fred) Farrugia 

email: a281657@hotmail.com 
 

Pastoral Coordinator 

Monique Saywell 

moniquesaywell@ozemail.com.au 

                                  Parish Secretary 

Therese Franco 

email: 

theresefranco@ozemail.com.au 
 

St Catherine’s Catholic School 
Telephone:   (08)  8238 8238 

Erika Dixon 
Acting Principal 

 www.stcaths.catholic.edu.au 
 

Child Safe Contact Person 
Therese Hudson  

email:  
teresa.hudson@cesa.catholic.edu.au 

Telephone (08) 8301 6629 

    PLEASE TAKE HOME YOUR COPY 

OF THE BULLETIN  

SUNDAY MASS TIMES 

 
St Matthew’s Birdwood 

8.30 am: 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month 
 

St Joseph’s Lobethal 
8.30 am: 2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays of the month 

 
St Matthew’s Bridgewater 

6pm Saturday Evenings  10.30 am Sunday  
Our Lady of the Rosary East Stirling 

5.30 pm Sunday       

http://www.stcaths.catholic.edu.au


For those recovering from surgery, illness and the sick 
Frances Marshall, Noah Baker, Sue Streich, Ria Dunaiski, 
Werner Wermuth, Madie Balint, Gayle Raven, Chinlou, Court-
ney Rose 
January Anniversaries:    

Brian Hanafin, Phyllis Sims, Dina Girardi, Anne Hoffmann, Ma-
vis Testrail, Max Grubel, Peter Moyle, Peter Streich, Alec 
Raven, Leslie Bland, Catherine Raven, Alice Gaskin, Doreen 
Kennedy, Max Rosenthal, Melania, Claudia & Logan Inglis, 
Lynette Harding, Erminio Tarca, Helen Cray, Janice Riordan, 
Robert Swann, Bob May, Ron Bain, Adel Palmer, Marie Gourley, 
Frank Gregorczyk, Margaret Miller, Iris Barnes, Kathleen 
Yates, Veronica Bernnett, Charles Coffey, Jack O’Dea, Paul 
Guiney, Jim Killick, Max Grubel, Margaret Hill, Jonas Vildzius, 
Thelma Streich, Leslie Charles Howe, Margaret Braganza, 
Edna Newson, Clare O’Dea. 

Recently deceased: Fr John Rate MSC, Mary,  Piciuccio, Bet-
ty Johnson, Maureen Marshall, Mons James O’Loughlin. Fr 
Sean McGearty. 

MEALS FOR ST MARTHA 

We are Happy to advise that Meals will resume this 

week. This week’s menu is: Soup - Spicy pumpkin soup; 

Main - Chilli Con Carne; Dessert - Apple Crumble 

Please contact us on meals4stmartha@gmail.com to place 

an order or if you have any questions. 

 

MASSES DURING FR FRED’S ABSENCE  

All weekend masses are covered while Fr Fred is on holi-

day. We thank Fr Gavin Small, Fr James Valladares and 

Mons Bob Rice who have accepted to help and celebrate 

the weekend masses. In case of emergencies or if some-

one is dying and needs a priest or for a funeral please 

contact Fr Richard Morris at Mt Barker Parish 7 Mann 

St, Mount Barker SA 5251 Phone: (08) 8391 1053 for 

other inquiries please contact the parish Office at 

Bridgewater - Monique will attend Tuesday and Thursday 

(9.30am. to 1pm.) and Therese on Saturday mornings.  
 
NEWS FROM FR FRED 
Well a week has passed already. Not too much has hap-
pened as i preferred to spend time quietly for myself. I 
had the first taste of rabbit and chips which is my fa-
vourite food and also my Cassata Sicilana which is a spe-
cial cake made out of ricotta covered with a green tasty 
icing pastry. I am really careful not to increase in weight. 
I tell you it’s not that easy not to fall into temptation! 
Here at the Seminary it’s always interesting to be in way 
living with the seminarians who are preparing  
 

 
(CONTINUED FROM LEFT…) themselves for the 
priesthood. I usually mingle with them during meals and 
much of our conversations were about the bushfires but 
also listening to my own experiences of my work as a pas-
tor in Australia. I admire their dedication to their voca-
tion as it’s not that easy in today’s modern world. Still i 
am thankful to God that there are 11 seminarians which 
although in Maltese standards it’s a very low number. I 
had the opportunity to meet with old friends, some old 
boys from the college were i taught for so many years. I 
have also meet with Fr Leonard, if you remember well he 
ate and stayed with me around four years ago. He sends 
his regards and hopefully he will come back to visit us 
one day. I went over to my favourite sister island of 
Gozo. It’s a smaller island but still has that special char-
acteristic of having small villages surrounded by hills and 
valleys. Basically agriculture dominates the landscape and 
its main citadel on top of a hill dominates the island. I 
always visit Ta’ Pinu Scantuary, its our national Marian 
Shrine. Well more news next week. Fr Fred  
 
 

           WE OFFER OUR PRAYERS …   ROSTERS FOR WEEKEND MASSES 

NORTHERN  

END 

BIRDWOOD 

Sunday 2nd Feb 

8.30am 

LOBETHAL 

Sunday 9th Feb 

8.30am 

BRIDGEWATER Saturday  

1st Feb 

 6.00pm 

Sunday  

2nd Feb 

10.30am 

Sacristan  Monique Rammers Catherine Simes 
Welcome  Diana Healey  Sue Arthurton 
Introduction    Mirla Mills  Luke Pike 
Reader 1  Mark McGeough Therese Franco 
Reader 2  Mirla Mills  Claudine Clark 
Music   Helen Cantwell  Youth Group 
Special Ministries Deb Stapleton Ann Tulloch 
                      Stasia Dunaiski Les Tulloch 
      Colleen Sim 
      Christine Farrugia 
      Jenny Porter 
Children’s Liturgy      
Tea & Coffee  Claudine Clarke    
Our Lady  Susan McLean 
Cleaning  Jan McDonnell/Dan De Fazio 
Flowers  Gloria Howe 
Counting  Emmi Rowe/Maureen 0’Donnell 

OLOR Sunday 2nd Feb 
5.30pm 

Sunday 9th Feb. 
5.30pm 

Sacristan  John Rodella  Paul Anderson 

Cleaning        Tom     Tom 

MASS TIMES DURING THE WEEK 

  Monday 27th   

 Tuesday   28th   

 Wednesday 29th Communion Service Birdwood 9.00a.m. 

 Thursday 30th   

 Friday  31st Communion Service Bridgewater 11.00a.m. 

 Saturday 1st Feb   

 Welcome               Carmen Fairbairn  
Children’s Liturgy Leonie Holmes 
 Reader 1 Francis McEvoy Simon Cox 
 Reader 2         Anne McEvoy Raniel Alegre 
 Special Ministers  Eric Toome Judy McPhee 
                            Margaret Smitherman Anne Moore 
 Cleaning Crossing Family Stephan Blanke 

mailto:meals4stmartha@gmail.com


LENT 2020 

Kindly put down your name at the back of the church if 

you would like to join a Lenten group and if you are in-

terested in ordering the booklet at a cost of $10 each. 

 

BLAZE AID 

Churches in the Adelaide Hills are serving the evening 

meal to Blaze Aide Volunteers at the Football Clubrooms 

at the Lobethal Oval at 6:30 pm. Our parish has offered 

to take two turns per month and our dates so far are 

Wed. 22nd Jan. Wed. 19th Feb. and Fri 28th Feb. We have 

had a donation of meat and have already prepared a stew 

for 30 and a curry for 30 and lasagne for 30. We need 

donations of vegetables, salads and desserts or money to 

purchase same. We also need about 3 helpers to arrive 

at approx. 5pm and finish at about 8:30pm. to serve the 

meal and clean up afterwards. Helpers are invited to en-

joy a meal with the volunteers. Blaze Aid is an organisa-

tion which comes in after a bushfire and helps to clean 

up and put back fences etc. Anyone can volunteer for a 

day or however long they wish. The meal is served to 

volunteers who come and camp over for several days. 

They are usually a very friendly crowd and the atmos-

phere is terrific. Donations of cakes, biscuits and fruit 

for volunteer’s smokos are also very welcome. Our parish 

was involved after the Sampson Flat Fire. We are ex-

pecting that Blaze Aid will be there for several months. 

Please ring Leonie Holmes on 0429 679 199 if you wish 

to be involved or place donations in an envelope marked 

Blaze Aid and they will be given to Leonie, who is coordi-

nating our effort.  

 

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - THE SUN-

DAY OF THE WORD OF GOD 

Pope Francis’ has established that "the Third Sunday in 

Ordinary Time is to be devoted to the celebration, study 

and dissemination of the Word of God. Recalling the im-

portance given by the Second Vatican Council to redis-

covering Sacred Scripture for the life of the Church, 

Pope Francis says he wrote this Apostolic Letter in re-

sponse to requests from the faithful around the world 

to celebrate the Sunday of the Word of God. Pope Fran-

cis declared that “the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time is 

to be devoted to the celebration, study and dissemina-

tion of the Word of God. This is more than a temporal 

coincidence, he explains: the celebration has ecumenical 

value, since the Scriptures point out, for those who lis-

ten, the path to authentic and firm unity. Pope Francis is 

inviting communities to find ways to mark this Sunday 

with a certain solemnity. He suggest that the sacred 

text be enthroned in order to focus the attention of the 

assembly on the normative value of God’s Word”. In 

highlighting the proclamation of the Word of the Lord, 

it would be appropriate to emphasize in the homily the 

honour that it is due. The Bible is not meant for a privi-

leged few. It belongs to those called to hear its message 

and to recognize themselves in its words. The Bible can-

not be monopolized or restricted to select groups ei-

ther, because it is the book of the Lord’s people, who, in 

listening to it, move from dispersion and division towards 

unity. Pastors are primarily responsible for explaining 

Sacred Scripture and helping everyone to understand it, 

which is why the homily possesses an almost sacramental 

character. The Pope warns against improvising or giving 

long, pedantic homilies or wandering off into unrelated 

topics. Rather, he suggests using simple and suitable lan-

guage. For many of the faithful, he writes, this is the 

only opportunity they have to grasp the beauty of God’s 

Word and to see it applied to their daily lives. The Pope 

uses the scene of the Risen Lord appearing to the disci-

ples at Emmaus to demonstrate what he calls the un-

breakable bond between Sacred Scripture and the Eu-

charist. Since the Scriptures everywhere speak of 

Christ, they enable us to believe that His death and res-

urrection are not myth but history, and are central to 

the faith of His disciples”. When the sacraments are 

introduced and illumined by God’s Word, explains the 

Pope, they become ever more clearly the goal of a pro-

cess whereby Christ opens our minds and hearts to 

acknowledge His saving work. The role of the Holy Spirit 

in the Scriptures is primordial, without the work of the 

Spirit, there would always be a risk of remaining limited 

to the written text alone. It is the Holy Spirit who 

makes Sacred Scripture the living word of God, experi-

enced and handed down in the faith of His holy people. 

Pope Francis invites us never to take God’s Word for 

granted, but instead to let ourselves be nourished by it, 

in order to acknowledge and live fully our relationship 

with Him and with our brothers and sisters. 

The Pope concludes by defining what he describes as the 

great challenge before us in life: to listen to Sacred 

Scripture and then to practice mercy. God’s Word, has 

the power to open our eyes and to enable us to renounce 

a stifling and barren individualism and instead to embark 

on a new path of sharing and solidarity. 

The Pope concludes with a reference to Our Lady, who 

accompanies us on the journey of welcoming the Word of 

God, teaching us the joy of those who listen to that 

Word – and keep it. 

 

 
 

If you would like to donate by Direct Debit use 

the parish bank account details below:   

BSB: 085 005        Account: 489502427 

Account Name CCES ADEL HILLS 

Refer payment as “donation” 
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Introduction    Mirla Mills  Luke Pike 
Reader 1  Mark McGeough Therese Franco 
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Music   Helen Cantwell  Youth Group 
Special Ministries Deb Stapleton Ann Tulloch 
                      Stasia Dunaiski Les Tulloch 
      Colleen Sim 
      Christine Farrugia 
      Jenny Porter 
Children’s Liturgy      
Tea & Coffee  Claudine Clarke    
Our Lady  Susan McLean 
Cleaning  Jan McDonnell/Dan De Fazio 
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 Welcome               Carmen Fairbairn  
Children’s Liturgy Leonie Holmes 
 Reader 1 Francis McEvoy Simon Cox 
 Reader 2         Anne McEvoy Raniel Alegre 
 Special Ministers  Eric Toome Judy McPhee 
                            Margaret Smitherman Anne Moore 
 Cleaning Crossing Family Stephan Blanke 



A reading from the Book of Isaiah 

In days past the Lord humbled the land of Zebulun 

and the land of Naphtali, but in days to come he will 

confer glory on the Way of the Sea on the far side of 

Jordan, province of the nations. The people that 

walked in darkness has seen a great light; on those 

who live in a land of deep shadow a light has shone. 

You have made their gladness greater, you have made 

their joy increase; they rejoice in your presence as 

men rejoice at harvest time, as men are happy when 

they are dividing the spoils. For the yoke that was 

weighing on him, the bar across his shoulders, the rod 

of his oppressor, these you break as on the day of 

Midian. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsorial Psalm  

The Lord is my light and my salvation.  R 

The Lord is my light and my help; 
whom shall I fear? 
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 
before whom shall I shrink?     R 
 
There is one thing I ask of the Lord, 
for this I long, 
to live in the house of the Lord, 
all the days of my life, 
to savour the sweetness of the Lord, 
to behold his temple.      R 
 
I am sure I shall see the Lord's goodness 
in the land of the living. 
Hope in him, hold firm and take heart. 
Hope in the Lord!      R 
 
Second reading from 1st Letter of St Paul 
To the Corinthians 

I appeal to you, brothers, for the sake of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, to make up the differences between 

you, and instead of disagreeing among yourselves, to 

be united again in your belief and practice. From what 

Chloe's people have been telling me, my dear broth-

ers, it is clear that there are serious differences 

among you. What I mean are all these slogans that 

you have, like: 'I am for Paul', 'I am for Apollo', 'I am 

for Cephas', 'I am for Christ'. Has Christ been par-

celled out? Was it Paul that was crucified for you? 

Were you baptised in the name of Paul? For Christ did 

not send me to baptise, but to preach the Good News, 

and not to preach that in the terms of philosophy in 

which the crucifixion of Christ  

cannot be expressed. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation  

Alleluia, alleluia! 

      Jesus preached the Good News of the kingdom 

  and healed all who were sick. 

Alleluia! 
 
A reading from the holy the Gospel according to 
John 

Hearing that John had been arrested Jesus went 

back to Galilee, and leaving Nazareth he went and 

settled in Capernaum, a lakeside town on the borders 

of Zebulun and Naphtali. In this way the prophecy of 

Isaiah was to be fulfilled: 

Land of Zebulun! Land of Naphtali! 

Way of the sea on the far side of Jordan, 

Galilee of the nations! 

The people that lived in darkness 

has seen a great light; 

on those who dwell in the land and shadow of 

death a light has dawned. 

 

From that moment Jesus began his preaching with the 

message, 'Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close 

at hand'. 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

3RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR A 

Next Week’s Readings:  Presentation of the Lord Time  

 1st Reading Malachi 3:1-4   
 2nd Reading Heb  2:14-18 

 Gospel  Lk      2:22-40 

COMBINED WORSHIP SERVICE 

The combined worship service will be Sunday the 

9th February at 9:30am. Under the oak tree at Ho-

ly Cross Lutheran Church in Birdwood. Please bring 

a chair, hat and a plate to share for morning tea. 

Tea and coffee will be provided. 


